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Salem News  
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Salem UCC of Rohrerstown 
2312 Marietta Avenue 
Lancaster, PA 17603 

717-397-0141    www.salemucccroh.org 

Pastorsõ Ponderings 
Goodbye...     and Hello 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I want to thank all of you for the many ways you 
allowed me to be your pastor. As the years go by 
I will look back fondly on our time together; I trust 
the same will be true for you. 

In eleven years Iôve watched children grow up. 
Iôve baptized, performed marriages, performed 
too many funerals. Iôve visited hospitals and shut
-ins. Together, we realized a few dreams, lived 
through a few trials, and persevered. 

While I am leaving you, there is one who 
remains constant: Jesus Christ. Jesus has been 
here from the beginning, and will be with you for 
the rest of time. If, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, you allow Jesus to guide you, Salem UCC 
will always have a mission. It may not look like 
the church we have today. There may be difficult 
decisions which need to be made. But a passion 
for Jesus Christ will see you through all your 
future trials. This passion guided the earlier 
congregations of Salem, a passion which 
allowed them to navigate their own trials. They 
managed and flourished; so can we. 

I hope you have a wonderful future. I hope that 
under new pastoral leadership you find a way to 
connect with the neighborhood and invite more 
people to join you Sunday morning. Finally, I 
share with you this blessing, called ñThe Mizpah 
Blessingò: ñThe Lord watch between me and 
thee while we are absent one from the other.ò  

With Much Affection, 

 Pastor Verne  

Well folks, the time has arrived when you(we) must all 
say goodbye to your(our) pastor Laverne DiNino. In do-
ing so I have been asked by the council to serve as your 
ñBridge Pastorò.  What is a Bridge Pastor you may be 
asking? So, I looked up what others say about this term. 

Where a church has no pastor for any number of rea-
sons, we consider prayerfully the church's request to 
supply a Bridge Pastor to give daily hands-on direction 
to the effectiveness and/or reconciliation and healing 
processes.  

Duties of a Bridge Pastor may include: 
¶ Preaching weekly in the church and/or during spe-
cially scheduled sessions with a message of encour-
agement, forgiveness and hope. 
¶ Joining the church staff temporarily to provide daily/
weekly direction, leadership training, help with or-
ganizational skills and tips on effectively working 
with volunteers. 
¶ Advising the elders, deacons or whoever is working 
to replace the lead pastor with an Interim Pastor. 
¶ Providing Pastoral Care for church members such 
as hospital visits, emergency counseling. 
¶ Conducting weddings, funerals, baptisms and other 
pastoral duties as needed. 

Being a member at Salem UCC and then being asked to 
step in as a Bridge Pastor is a challenge. Why, because 
Iôm called to serve in a different role as your pastor, to 
provide guidance and direction along with that possibility 
of discipline and order as we as a congregation move 
forward.  
Iôm also called to help guide you in your faith journeys 
which are always different but wonderful life adventures. 
So, we are to begin our faith journey together.  

After the first week or two my hope is to settle in with 
regular times of being in the office if you desire to meet, 
talk or have a cup of coffee.  Iôm looking forward to be-
ing with you in a different role during the next 2-3 
months as your pastor.   

Blessings to all of you.   

Pastor Haan 
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Mission Statement  

As Salem United Church of Christ of Rohrerstown, we celebrate our unique 
gifts as a part of the Body of Jesus Christ and: We strive to model the ways of 
Christ through our worship and prayer life, our practice of discipleship, and our 
life of fellowship. 

We commit our energies to live as servants and extend Christian hospitality and 
mission to our local and world community. Building upon the historical and 
contemporary, we come together to shape the lives of faith for tomorrow. 
 

Church Service 

Worship is at 10:00 am with Nursery Care and Childrenôs Sunday School.  Adult 
Sunday School is held in the Library from 9:00 - 9:45 am. Coffee hour precedes 
worship from 9:30 - 10 am. 
 

Office Hours 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday, 8:00 am ï 1:00 pm. The 
office is closed on Friday. 
 

Church Staff 

Rev. Haan Phelps ï Bridge Pastor 

Kathy Hohenadel ï Administrative Assistant 

Jim Zeigler ï Director of Music & Choir Director 

Mike Shober ï Organist 

Ron Materness ï Custodian  
 

Pastoral Emergencies 

Please contact Pastor Haan Phelps at one of the following numbers:  

(717) 397-0141 [Church Office] or  (717) 572-4376 [mobile]. 
 

Please tell usé 

If you or a member you care about is ill, hospitalized, homebound, or in need of 
pastoral care, please notify the office. The Rev. Phelps will be happy to respond 
to a need if he knows about it! Please see above for information on how to 
contact Pastor Haan if the need arises. 
 

Tape Ministry 

Sunday Worship services are recorded. Tapes are available through the Church 
Office. Do you know someone looking for a church home? This is a wonderful 
way to share Salem Church with them.  
 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
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Where Do We Go Next?  

.Ï× ÔÈÁÔ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 6ÅÒÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÏÆПÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÔÉÒÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÌÅÍ 5##ȟ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÇÏ ÎÅØÔȢ  ,ÉËÅ Á ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÔÏ ÎÅ× ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÆÅ× ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÕÓ 
ÉÎ Á ÎÅ× ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ (ÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÆÏÒÍÁÔȢ 

1ȡ ) ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 6ÅÒÎÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÒÅȢ !Í ) ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÔÏÕÃÈ 
×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒȩ 

!ȡ 3ÁÄÌÙȟ ÎÏȢ 7Å ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÔÅÍÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 6ÅÒÎÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÏÏ 
ÄÉÆУÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢ  %ÖÅÎ ÏÎ Á ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÂÁÓÉÓȟ 
ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÉÓ ÄÉÓÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄȢ  

1ȡ -ÁÙ ×Å ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 6ÅÒÎÅ ÔÏ ÏÆПÉÃÉÁÔÅ ÁÔ Á ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇȟ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌȟ  ÏÒ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍȩ 

!ȡ 4ÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÉÓ Á ÒÅÓÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ Ȱ.ÏȦȱ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 6ÅÒÎÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÆ ÓÈÅ ÉÓ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÐÁÓÔÏÒȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÏÃÃÕÒÓ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ ÄÕÔÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ 
ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ Á ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÒÅÔÉÒÅÍÅÎÔȢ  !Î ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 
ÁÓÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ Á ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅ-ÍÁÒÉÔÁÌ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÉÎÇ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ 
ÔÅÎÕÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÁÌÅÍ 5##Ȣ 

1ȡ 7ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÎÏ×ȩ 

!ȡ 2ÅÖȢ (ÁÁÎ 0ÈÅÌÐÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÄ ÂÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒȢ   

1ȡ 7ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÓÔÅÐÓ ÉÎ ПÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÌÐÉÔȩ 

!ȡ 2ÅÖȢ 0ÈÅÌÐÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÏÎ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÔÅÒÍ ÂÁÓÉÓȢ  $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÉÍÅȟ 0ÅÎÎ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 
#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÍÐÉÌÅ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÉÎÔÅÒÉÍ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÓȢ  4ÈÁÔ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȢ  /ÎÃÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÉÍ ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÃÅȟ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔ Á 
0ÒÏУÉÌÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÐÒÏУÉÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÅÙÅ 
ÏÆ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓȢ !Ó ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÎÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÔÁÓËȟ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔ Á 3ÅÁÒÃÈ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 

9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ ÖÁÃÁÎÃÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ 3ÁÌÅÍ 5## ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ 
ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÅ ÁÓÓÕÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 2ÅÖȢ 0ÈÅÌÐÓȟ *ÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÏÐÅÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÈÅÓÉÖÅ 
3ÁÌÅÍ &ÁÉÔÈ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÁÎÄȾÏÒ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ 2ÅÖȢ 0ÈÅÌÐÓ ÏÒ *ÁÙ 3ÔÏÖÅÒȟ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȢ 
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worship in April & May  
ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 

Easter Season Worship Theme: ñA Place to Call Homeò 
"In my Fatherôs house there are many dwelling places." ~John 14:2 

 

The scriptures of the Easter Season speak time and again of the family of God, of 
loving one another as brothers and sisters, children of God. On Easter, a messenger 
tells the disciples to meet the risen Jesus back at Galilee, the place they began 
together and the place where they lived and worked together during his ministry. So 
during these weeks through May 20, Pentecost Sunday, we will consider what it means 
to have ña place to call homeò in our spiritual lives. 

 

April 8, 2018 - All Are Welcome 

"How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!" ~ Psalm 133 

 

Even when we yearn for community, it can be difficult. Sometimes even (and especially) the church 
gets caught up in fear and starts to lock the doors. But Jesus wonôt have it. He shows up in the midst 
of the disciples whoôve locked themselves in a room, and points them and us toward true community 
where none is better than another, and none are excluded from the presence and love of the risen 
Christ.  

 

April 15, 2018 - Youôre Family 

"While they were talkingé Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 'Peace be with 
you'é And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet." ~ Luke 24: 36b, 40 

 

To feel ñat homeò is to know a place and a family where it is safe to be vulnerable. In another of 
Jesusô post-resurrection appearances to the disciples, he shows them the wounds on his hands and 
feet. This Sunday we look at what it means to create safe space for bringing all of who we are ï 
wounds and all. For as we are loved by our Creator and Parent, so should we love each other as 
children of Godïsisters and brothersïoffering healing community where we may journey together as 
family toward wholeness. 

 

April 22, 2018 - A Place at the Table 

"The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not wanté Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff -- they comfort me. You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows."  

~ Psalm 23:1, 4-5 
 

Today we focus on ñpreparing a tableò as part of our call as community. Jesus crossed many divides 
(ñin the presence of my enemiesò) by bringing folks to common tables. This love that crosses divides 
is what is meant by ñradical hospitality.ò How will we create true ñhomeò in the ways that we help one 
another, regardless of perceived divisions?  
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April 29, 2018 - Always Room for One More 

"As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 'Look, here 
is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?'é He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him."  

~ Acts 8: 36-38 

 
The story of Philip and the eunuch (in some ways, an ñoutsiderò) expresses the inclusive love of God 
for all. All are invited to come home to God because love is simply part of our nature, and love is of 
God.  

 

May 6, 2018 - Residing in Love 

"As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love."   ~ John 15: 9-10 

 
When we make our home within Christian community, we invest in belonging ï being in a particular 
place with a particular people ï having a spiritual home. This does not require us to all have the 
same perspectives. It only asks of us to be present to each other with love. 

 
May 13 - Always Blessing, Always Blessed 

"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers." 

 ~ Ephesians 1:15-16 

 
Ascension Sunday calls to mind the moment at which Jesus ascends into heaven after having been 
with the disciples for a while after his resurrection. Another partingïyet this time the scene is not an 
agonizing death on a cross, rather it is filled with wonder. Each time we gather to worship and bless 
God, ñremembering all in our prayers,ò we too are continually at home in the promise of Jesus 
Christôs presence among us. 

 
May 20, 2018 - Whatôs Mine is Yours 

"When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them."   ~ Acts 2:1-2 

 
Pentecost comes with the rush of the spirit in wind and fire. As Jesus foretold, the Spirit is shared by 
all gathered together in spite of their differences of language and culture. The Spirit makes its home 
in and through all people.  

Please get into the �³Spirit�´��by 
wearing red on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 20. 


